Lois Higgins-Grote
Heritage Award Winner

By Laura Goodman, Chair of LAWP
Board of Trustees

The Heritoge Recognition is an honar
bestowed upon an individual member
due to substantial and significont
confributions to women police and the
Internaficnal Associotion of Woman
Police over o period of years and
especially during milestones of the
crganization. The honor is meant to
ansure the recording, recognition,
and oppreciation for owsanding and
dedicoted service o LAWE The |AWP's
Heritoge recognition is the highest
tribute given by the IAWE

Heritage Award winners represent

the legacy of the WP They are the
histarical memary of on orgonizafion
that continues to grow. By virdue of
porticipating in its history and having

o resclve that the orgonization evolve,
these leaders embrace core goals ond
serve o3 tangible evidence to the rest of
us of the honor it is o sarve the |AWE

This year's recipient is Sanior Deputy LIS
Marshal (RET), Linda Cherry.

In 1974, upon being disillusionad and
bored in the business world, Linda
Cherry was encouraged lo apply for a
dispotcher posifion with her local palice
depariment. Two weeks |ater, she was
working os o dispaicher ond loving the
ection that come with every call, She
likely would've made that her career
hed she not been chaollenged by officers
in her department wha taunted ber thot
shie could not meet the reguirements to
become a police officer. 3ha met that
challenge and within two years of joining
the police deportment o5 o dispalcher,
she became o police officer.

As o police officer at the Ankeny

Police Deparment, Linda had many
opportunities ond experiences including
working as o patrol officer & master
[senior potrol officer) on every shift;
detective s schoal linison officer, sex
crimas invastigator for child/oduli sexual
ond obuse coses, investigafions, crime
scene processing, inferviewing wilnesses,
interrogating suspects and presenting
the case to grand jury for indiciments
and lestimany during trial, While Linda
enjoyed these voried ond challenging

ossignments, promations eluded her os
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a female on a small department, so she
begen lacking elsewhere o odvance her

COareer,

In 1980, while aftending o training
conference pul on by the Minnesala
Associotion of Women Police, Lindo was
infroduced o IAWE There, she was
encournged 1o join the [AWP ond fo
attend the upeaming IAWP cenference
in Albuguergue, Mew Mexico. She

did, and became instantly invelved—
aftending conferences on o regular
basis.

Lindo’s involvernent immediotely
revealed isell a yeor loter when she
co-hosted an IAWP Regien 7 Training

Conterence in Des Moines, lowa. That
same conference was the breeding
ground thot cultivated interest in forming
the lown Association of Waomen Police.
Linda wos elected its first president. In
1982, the ossociotion begon holding
onnual training conferences. A year
later, the association became an offiliote
of the IAWP

In 1984, Lindo was elecied to the [AWF
Board of Directors os the Region 7
Coordinator,

Four years later, Linda transitioned frem
o confroct officer to o full fime position
in the U.5, Marshols Service. She was
stotioned in the Des Maoines office




where she worked for fen vears. During
this time, Linda also supported ather
nofional offices an speciol mssignment
where she handled such high.profile
coses as the Dixe Lond Mafia tricl

in Mississippi and the Dovid Koresh
survivors in the Bronch Dovidian trial in
Texas.,

In her position as Deputy US Marshall,
Linda promoted IAWP by recching out
te female deputies acrass the couniry

te encourage their membership and
ottendance ot infernofionol confarences.
She affectively comvinced the US
Marshal's Service Headguarters o utilize
IAWP's annual fraining conferences

te recruil women candidates. This
eventuolly led fo the US Marshal's
Service recognizing the |AWP oz

o legitimate infernational fraining
conference where it sent o delegation of
employees onnually.

In 1991, Linda was appointed
Membership Chair In this role. Linda
wos oworded the IAWP Presidert's
Aweard for her work in reviewing ond
organizing all membership records
ond holding fwao highly successful
membership drives, These drives grew

the membership from B00 to 2000,
The effort was credited for generating
the largest financiol gmin o the [AWP in
YEOrs.

In 1992, Linda wos elected Recording
Secretory and in 1994, she wos elecied
President of the LAWR

Aa president, Lindo led effective
meefings, by insisfing that members
submit their reports in advance,

using Robert's Rules of Order 1o keep
discussions on task, and ensuring
members were clear aboul their fiduciory
responsibilifies ond their duty to care for
the crgonization ond its membarship
who elected them.

In 199%, Linda wos promoted fo
Supervisory Deputy LS. Marshaol and
transferred 1o the District of Arizono
Tueson sub-office where she had

the oppartunity to wark every desk

in fha district including Civil, Seized
Assals, Administrative, Operofions,
Cellblock, Prizsoner Opearations, Fugifive
Investigafions and Fugitive Task Foree
Commander, After 34 years of service,
Linda refired in January 2010,

When asked about her legacy, Linda

stoted, "From doy one, way bock in

the lole 70s when it wasn't popular for
women ke join the low enfarcement
cammunity, | exdolled the virtues of mole
ond femole officers working effectively
together, each gender bringing cerigin
strangths, which resulfed in mele and
female officers complementing each
other and demanstrafing strenglh in
unity.”

Thraughedt Linda's career, no malter
which task she wos assigned, it seemed
thare wos always someona who
chollenged her competence and her
right to be there. These challenges
served lo make her werk harder, 1o be
bestier, fo da it right the first fime, and 1o
do every job she did fo the best of her
obility, leaving no loose ends, always by
the bock, and knawing the rules.

Please assist me in congratulofing Linda
Cherry as the 2012 Heritoge Recognificn
recipient.

Loura Goodman is Chair of the Boord of
Trustees and past president af the |AWEP
She currently serves as the Director of
Fublic Sofety of 5. Catherine University
in Saint Paul, Minnesota. 5he con be
reached o ligoodmani@stkate adu.



